
 
WASHINGTON PARK TOWN CRIER--SUMMER 2016 

 
There are a number of items of importance to report on.  
 
1) 2016-17 budget is approved. 
The budget was advertised.  A public hearing was held and the budget was approved and adopted on June 
6th. The budget short story is: 

 The total budget expenditures remain close to last year figures totaling $296,000. 

 The tax rate remains the same at 29 cents per $100 of assessed valuation. 

 There continues to be money added to the Capital Reserve Fund to keep our Park’s close to 30 year old 
 trucks/tractor running for another year. Currently, there is $75,000 which is about half a truck. 

 The Park work crew has been reduced by one full-time person. When Alvin left the Park’s employ, Brian 
and the Board decided that that Park could effectively manage with Brian, James, and supplemental 
temporary day help for the upcoming year. The savings will be considerable when allowing for salary, 
Social Security, health insurance, and benefits. 

 The Town has budgeted $40,000 for the renewed Fire and EMS contract with the City of Washington. 
While that sounds like a lot, and it is, that figure is based on the cost of similar coverage in the Bunyan 
Fire District and the Broad Creek EMS District. In that sense, it is reasonable. 

 Other major areas of expenses remain close to last year’s 2015-16 levels. A 3% salary raise for staff, 
repair and upkeep for streets and drainage, property insurance, liability insurance, employee health 
insurance and benefits, and maintenance for our community park areas are priorities.  

 Major areas of revenue also remain very close to last year’s 2015-16 levels: Property taxes, automobile 
taxes, sales taxes from North Carolina, and Powell Bill money from NC. Revenues, by law, must equal 
expenses. They do, also at $296,000. 

 
2) The Hardware Store property is discussed. 
The Board would like to quell the many expressions of rumor and anxiety about how the hardware store 
property may be used in the future. The Town of Washington Park is the boss. 
 
The Town of Washington Park has control over the permitted uses of the hardware store and any other 
property in the Park by virtue of the NC Municipal Zoning authority which is in place and made available to all 
NC municipalities by the NC State Legislature. As many of you know, the Town has had a Zoning Ordinance for 
20+ years. There are two zoning districts defined and mapped: a Residential District and a Commercial District. 
Each district has a short list of permitted uses.  
 
Only the Washington Park Town Board can change the Zoning Ordinance in any way. The Town Board is the 
approval body. However, any individual or any group can ask the Town Board to amend the Zoning Ordinance. 
The Town Board MUST CONSIDER A REQUEST…but is under NO OBLIGATION TO APPROVE A REQUEST in 
whole or in part. Each formal request for an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance requires: 

 Completed paperwork for the proposed amendment. The forms can be found in the Office of the 
Washington Park Town Clerk. 

 Submission of those forms to the Town Board to initiate the amendment review process as set forth 
in the existing Washington Park Zoning Ordinance. 

ANY INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP REQUESTING A CHANGE IN THE ZONING ORDINANCE WILL HAVE THE BURDEN OF 
DEMONSTRATING HOW THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE WASHINGTON PARK RESIDENTS WILL BE ADVANCED BY 
ANY PROPOSED CHANGE. 
 



The amendment request, after review by the Town Planning Board, will be presented to the Park community 
via a scheduled and advertised Public Hearing. The Public Hearing purpose is to solicit community input. 
 
To put your minds at ease, the Town Board’s discussions to date on the use of the hardware store property have 
been characterized by consensus. The Board is NOT INTERESTED in potentially successful business opportunities 
that are dependent on the 20,000 people that live within 5 miles of the hardware store property.  The Board IS 
INTERESTED and focused on the 450 folks that make up OUR community of the Town of Washington Park. 
 
The Town has received a petition to amend the Zoning Ordinance. The petition includes a list of proposed uses 
that appears to have been extracted from a small city zoning ordinance. The application has not yet been run 
through our review process so now is not the appropriate time to voice an opinion on the application. 
 
The hardware store property is important to the Park community. The Board understands and respects this; and 
the Board will certainly look out for our community’s quality-of-life concerns. 
 
3) Security and Safety is up to all of us. 
Yes, there have been some vehicles broken into in Washington Park, and, by the way, elsewhere in the County. 
While not an epidemic, the Sheriff’s Office monthly report to the Town, via Commissioner Nash, notes break-ins 
in recent months. As often as not, the cars were unlocked. Although some might say the Park has some qualities 
like Andy Griffith’s TV town of Mayberry, this is not 1950 and the Park is not Mayberry. Keep your vehicle and 
other valuables as secure as is reasonable. Let’s not make the Park an easy target. 
 
4) Tennis Court Keys available in July. 
Next year’s tennis court keys will be available to Park residents on July 11th from the Town Clerk at the 
Municipal Building. The keys are the same price as last year, $25. Please pay by check, not cash. And, just a 
reminder: Please turn off the lights and lock the gate as you leave the tennis courts. 
 
5) Hurricane season is three weeks old. The Town is ready. Are you? 
Hurricane season is upon us, as usual. While the Board is not expecting abnormal hurricane activities over the 
next six months, the Board knows that within any given week we can go from beautiful weather to hurricane 
chaos. The Town is ready. Trucks, tractor, mowers, etc. will go to high ground. Our tools and small equipment in 
the Municipal Building and shed will be elevated above any historic flood level. Chain saws are sharpened and 
good to go. The Municipal Building may take a hit, but the rugs can be cleaned up. The building can be back in 
business in a day or so. The Park will contract for debris clearance removal consistent with FEMA guidelines. 
 
Make your plans for evacuation, stockpile water, food, batteries, generators or whatever. Arrange for a neighbor 
“buddy” and help each other. Call a Board member if you need help. The Park will do what we can to assist.  
 
6) The Park looks good! 
The Park looks good. As usual! Thank you to Brian and James, and Dennie too. It is a good team effort. 
 
7) Your help with contracted yard waste or contracted structural repairs/renovations. 
Brian and James are able to pick up “normal” amounts of homeowner-generated yard waste or construction-
related debris. If contractors are used, contractors should haul material away. If a homeowner generates large 
amounts (more than a pick-up truck load), that should be hauled away as well.  
 

Hard to believe it’s mid-June already. 
The Washington Park Board wishes you a safe and fun summer season! 


